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MINOR join forces with S&P to launch 'Thai Cuisine Academy' 

"Bringing Thai Food to the Global Kitchen" 

 

Minor International Pcl (‘MINT’), together with S&P Syndicate Pcl (‘S&P’) and Chef Chumpol Jangprai have 
entered into a partnership to launch a culinary institute under the name of "Thai Cuisine Academy". This is seen 
as a major step in the restaurant industry as two leading restaurant operators, together with the renowned Iron 
Chef Chumpol have joined forces. 

The Thai Cuisine Academy aims to be the best learning institution in Thai Cuisine for both professional and non-
professional individuals. In addition to operating a culinary school, the Academy will also operate as a recruitment 
center for Thai chefs and as a consultant for those who would like to open a Thai restaurant. The four courses 
offered range from one month to a 9-month Thai professional chef course, suitable for both individuals who hold 
an interest in cooking and those who wish to pursue a career in the restaurant industry. Over the past years, Thai 
restaurants have gained immense popularity abroad. However, a significant number of such restaurants are not 
owned by Thais and many dishes have been altered that they have lost their unique Thai taste. Thus, as the 
purpose of cooking and serving true Thai food was envisioned, this academy was created. The academy, located 
at the heart of Thonglor, is able to graduate over 100 students for professional chef per year, and its courses are 
designed to allow students to apply the knowledge they learn to their culinary careers both domestically and 
internationally in order to satisfy the growing demand of Thai food on a global scale. 

Mr. William E. Heinecke, Chairman and Group CEO of MINT, commented: “We are delighted to further 
strengthen our partnership with S&P through this joint-venture. MINT has always put great emphasis on the 
development of people. The Thai Cuisine Academy will help strengthen the talent pool for not only restaurants 
under Minor Food Group and Minor Hotel Group, but also for others. In addition, Thai Cuisine Academy also 
paves the way for growth opportunity, given the increasing popularity of Thai food globally.”    

Ms. Patara Sila-on, Chairman of S&P Syndicate said: "S&P has extensive and proven experience in Thai cuisine. 
Our Thai restaurant presence in both domestic and international scenes has allowed us to understand customers’ 
preferences and tastes in various markets over the years. We look forward to being part of the team to share 
what we know about the art of Thai food with the world." 

Chef Chumpol, co-creator of Thai Cuisine Academy courses added: "I am very honored to have the opportunity 
to convey the art and the creativity of Thai cooking. Together with MINT and S&P, we will help broaden and 
strengthen the reputation of Thai food in the global arena." 

More details and information on the courses can be inquired on 0 2185 1414. Students’ admission will begin from 

October 2014 onwards and the Academy plans to be opened in November 2014. 

About Minor International: Minor International (MINT) is a global company focused on three primary 

businesses including restaurants, hotels and lifestyle brands distribution. MINT is one of Asia’s largest restaurant 

companies with over 1,500 outlets operating system-wide in 20 countries under The Pizza Company, Swensen’s, 

Sizzler, Dairy Queen, Burger King, Thai Express, The Coffee Club, Ribs and Rumps and Riverside brands. MINT 

is also a hotel owner, operator and investor with a portfolio of 108 hotels and serviced suites under the Anantara, 

AVANI, Oaks, Per AQUUM, Marriott, Four Seasons, St. Regis, Elewana and Minor International brands in 

Thailand, Australia, New Zealand, Maldives, Vietnam, Tanzania, Kenya, the Middle East, Sri Lanka, China, 

Malaysia, Indonesia, Cambodia and Mozambique. MINT is one of Thailand’s largest distributors of lifestyle 

brands focusing primarily on fashion, cosmetics and contract manufacturing. Its brands include Gap, Esprit, 

Bossini, Charles & Keith, Pedro, Red Earth, Tumi, Zwilling J.A. Henckels, ETL Learning and Mysale. For more 

information, please visit www.minorinternational.com. 
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